
World History 
Lesson 27: The Dark Secret Behind Your Favorite Makeup Products 
 

Please watch the video to answer the questions in the document. 

https://youtu.be/IeR-h9C2fgc 

 

 
1. What is one of the most controversial ingredients going into makeup today? 

 
2. In what everyday items do we find mica? 

 
3. Why has the cosmetic industry’s demand for mica exploded? 

 
4. Where does the majority of the world’s mica come from? 

 
5. What kind of approach did Lush change to? 

 
6. Instead of stopping the use of mica, what does Child Rights Expert Aysel Sabahoglu say 
we should do? 

 
7. How much is the mica industry worth globally? 

 
8. What other minerals can be found in Jharkhand? 

 
9. Why did the mining industry move ‘underground’ in the 1980s? 

 
10. How old is Pooja Bhurla? When did she start mining? What days does she work every 
week? 

 
11. What is the “resource curse”? 

 
12. How much do the children make a day? 

 
13. How many children are estimated to be working in mines across the region? 

 
14. What do the girls say they would rather be doing than mining? 

 
15. What are some of the realities and risks of the trade? 

 
16. What happened to Surma’s sister in the mine collapse? 

 
17. How many deaths occur every month? 

 
18. Was there mica in the cosmetics the speaker had? 

 

https://youtu.be/IeR-h9C2fgc


19. How long has the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights known about the 
issue? 

 
20. What is the “child-friendly village” model? 

 
21. How many children have been rescued? 

 
22. Where does funding come from? 

 
23. Why is it important for companies to stay invested in the communities they work with? 

 
24. What is the Children’s Parliament? 

 
25. What does it mean that mica is the “lifeblood of this region”? 

 
26. How does empowering children help? 
 


