
English 9 
Harrison Bergeron : Using Text Evidence to Analyze Characters Name: _____________________ 

 What does the text say directly? What does the text imply? 

 
 

In this column, find direct quotes that support the 
statement on the right. 

In this column, determine what the quote to the left implies.  
What inferences can you make? 

Harrison He began to think glimmeringly about his abnormal son who 
was now in jail, about Harrison. 

In a society where everyone is equal, Harrison must be different and be 
in trouble for it 

  Harrison is physically capable of breaking out of jail. He is considered 
dangerous just because he is smart and athletic. 

 Nobody had ever born heavier handicaps. He had outgrown 
hindrances faster than the H-G men could think them up. 
Instead of a little ear radio for a mental handicap, he wore 
a tremendous pair of earphones, and spectacles with thick 
wavy lenses.” “...but Harrison looked like a walking junkyard. 
In the race of life, Harrison carried three hundred pounds. 

 

  Harrison must be really handsome, too. This makes him a “triple threat.”  

George  George is smart and is therefore handicapped so he can’t think. In their 
society, being smart is unfair. This also shows that the way they made 
society equal was dumbing down the intelligent. 

 George was toying with the vague notion that maybe 
dancers shouldn’t be handicapped. But he didn’t get very 
far with it before another noise in his ear radio scattered 
his thoughts. 

 

  George considers competition a thing of the dark ages. This implies he 
thinks they are more enlightened than we are. George also shows that he 
thinks supporting society’s methods is more important than the individual’s 
comfort and that without their “equalness”, their society would fall apart. 

Hazel Hazel had perfectly average intelligence, which meant that 
she couldn’t think about anything except in short bursts. 

 

  People like Hazel benefit from their society’s forced equality efforts, 
because in other societies, she would be considered unintelligent, weak, or 
unattractive. In this society, she gets to be the same as everyone else. 



 


