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CVCC Alumni Spotlight 

 

 

Michael Mandich 

 

Congratulations 2021 CVCC Distinguished         
Alumni Recipients! 

 

 

Michael Mandich                        
1999 Graduate from CVCC’s HVAC Program 

CVCC is honored to award Michael Mandich with the Distinguished Alumni 
Award! Michael currently works for ZEN Industries, and graduated from CVCC’s 
HVAC program in 1999. Michael was nominated for this award by Peter Hallahan. 
Congratulations Michael!  

Daniel Zezena                                
1994 Graduate from CVCC’s Adult Education EMT Basic Program 

Daniel Zezena graduated from CVCC’s Adult Education EMT Basic Program in 
1994. Dan currently is the Adult Education EMT Lead Instructor at CVCC and 
Digestive Disease and Surgical Institute Regional Manager at The Cleveland Clinic 
Foundation. Dan was nominated by CVCC’s Adult Education Coordinator, Terri 
Lynn Brosseau. Thank you for all you continue to contribute to CVCC Dan, this 
award is well deserved! 

Nina Zivkovic                               
2009 Graduate from CVCC’s Digital Design Program 

Congratulations to Nina Zivkovic, Art Director at Ocreations, who also received 
the Distinguished Alumni Award. Nina graduated from CVCC’s Digital Design 
program in 2009 and was nominated for the award by CVCC Digital Design 
instructor, Melissa Munro. Thank you for all you have contributed to CVCC! 
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Daniel Zezena 

Nina Zivkovic 



  

 
 
 
 
Brecksville- Broadview Heights: 
Frank Faron - Construction Trades 
Isabella Gillota - Hotels and Resorts 
August Thomas - Electrical Systems 
Maria Weber - Education Professions  
Abby Williamson - Sports Medicine/Exercise Science 
 
Cuyahoga Heights: 
Joseph Jakubczak - Dental Assisting 
 
Garfield Heights: 
Elisa Cosme - Cosmetology A 
Kyle Miller - Transition to Work 
Arthur Sloan - Transportation Systems 
Laniya Wiley - Cosmetology B 
 
Home School: 
Michael Dabney - Programming & Software Development 
Isabella Gonzalez - Digital Design 
  
Independence: 
Alex Harb - Computer Networking Academy 
Mallory Washington - Health Careers C 
 
Nordonia Hills:  
Jaden Hope - Engineering Technology 
Nathan Malensek - Culinary Arts 
Mason Ridgley - Heating and Air Conditioning 
Logan Ward - Architectural Mechanical Design 
 
North Royalton: 
John Barber - Machine Technology 
Robert Bogus - Auto Body 
Vincent LaManna - Building and Property Maintenance 
Kayla McDonnell - Graphic Imaging Technology (Student of the Year, pictured) 
Connor McCann - Power Equipment Technology 
 
Revere: 
Stella Barker - Medical Administrative Specialist 
Jake Kline - Sales and Service Fundamentals 
 
Twinsburg: 
Ashley Griffin - Health Careers A 
Robin Sidhu - Auto Service Technology 
Troy Williams - Fire & EMS Academy 
Sierra Wilson - Media Arts 
  
 

CVCC Student Spotlight 
Congratulations to CVCC’s 2021 Outstanding Students! 

 

Health Careers C Class of 2021 

Power Equipment 
Technology Class of 2021 

Cosmetology B 
Class of 2021 

Kayla McDonnell 
CVCC 2021 Student 

of the Year 
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CVCC Staff Spotlight 

Joy Fejes has been employed at CVCC for the past 31 years. She has worked in 
many different departments, including the Treasurer’s Office, Business Office, 
Adult Education, Central Supply, as well as some time with Technology. Joy’s last 
position was in High School Operations as the Attendance Administrative 
Assistant. Joy has so many great memories from her time at CVCC; she loved the 
Halloween celebrations, spirit weeks, as well as the staff Christmas parties and 
after work activities. Joy expressed, “All the events were great, but what I loved 
most about them is that it brought us all together!” Joy is going to miss the 
“family dynamic” CVCC exudes amongst the staff as well as the energy the 
students brought to the school. Joy is looking forward to spending more time 
with her friends and family, especially at her condo by the lake in Sandusky. Joy’s 
parting words of wisdom to share are, “Celebrate every day…” Best wishes Joy, 
thank you for your dedicated years of service at CVCC! 

Diane Nemec has been at the career center for 30 years, working in the 
Marketing and Career Development Departments for many years. Her current 
position is the Administrative Assistant to the Information Technology 
Department. Diane is grateful for the amazing memories she has of CVCC, as well 
as working with wonderful people. She noted that she will miss her co-workers, 
the students, as well as the community presence within CVCC. During retirement, 
Diane plans to spend more time with friends and family, specifically at her house 
on Put-in-Bay Island. CVCC sends its best to Diane as she starts this next chapter 
in life!  

An additional CVCC staff member who is celebrating 30 years of service at 
Cuyahoga Valley Career Center is Auto Service Technology instructor, Joe 
Lamatrice. Joe has been the teacher for the Auto program his entire career at 
CVCC, guiding and encouraging many students along the way. In retirement, Joe 
plans to work with racecar teams he has made connections with throughout his 
career, as well as spend time with family and friends. Thank you for all the time 
and dedication given to students and the career center! 

Joy Fejes 

CVCC Wishes Our Retirees All the Best! 

 

Another retiree of CVCC is Laurie Riddle, who has been in education for 36 years, 
29 at CVCC. Laurie started at CVCC as the Vocational Adjustment Lab (now 
Transition-to-Work) instructor, and is finishing her career as a Transition 
Coordinator. Laurie has many memories regarding students, as well as staff 
members who have become dear friends; there are too many to properly express! 
Laurie will miss her fellow Transition Coordinators immensely as well as the 
various Special Education Departments she has worked with throughout the 
CVCC community. Laurie does not have a set plan as she enters retirement; she 
hopes to be able to relax, read, swim, golf, possibly volunteer, and just take 
things one day at a time. Laurie’s expresses for students to “listen,” and for staff 
to “talk to each other” as her parting words of advice. Good luck Laurie and thank 
you for all you have done for CVCC! 

Diane Nemec 
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Upcoming Events 

Follow Cuyahoga Valley Career 
Center on social media! 

@CVCCworks 
 

A very big congratulations to CVCC’s 2021 Staff Member of 
the Year, Construction Trades instructor, Paul Yuravak! Paul 
is an exceptional asset to CVCC, and is always going above 
and beyond to help students succeed. To add to the 
excitement, Paul's family surprised him by coming to CVCC to 
be there while he accepted the award. Congratulations Paul! 

Congratulations to the 2021           
CVCC Staff Member of the Year! 

 

CVCC commends Erol Sommer on his retirement as well! Erol has been a 
Vocational Special Education Coordinator at CVCC for 23 years. Erol takes with 
him countless memories of the students he has worked with at CVCC, as well as 
with his colleagues, who he will greatly miss. He has enjoyed the various 
celebrations at CVCC, as well as the beautiful nature that surrounds the campus. 
Erol notes, “CVCC has pretty much been my home away from home for the last 
23 years, and they’ve been good ones.” In retirement, Erol plans to play music, 
ride motorcycles, garden, care for his family, and stay healthy. His words of 
wisdom are, “Roll with it, whatever curve balls life throws at you.” Best wishes 
Erol, thank you for the valuable years you have given to CVCC! 

CVCC congratulates Diane Turk on her retirement! Diane has been at CVCC for 22 
years, working as an Educational Aide, Administrative Assistant to the Assistant 
Principles, School Nurse, and most recently the Administrative Assistant to the 
Principal for the last 14 years. Diane has a plethora of memories throughout her 
time at CVCC; specifically, working with wonderful students, the Outstanding 
Student Banquets, junior class picnics, as well as get together’ s  with colleagues, 
like the Christmas parties and staff picnics. Diane says that she will miss Principal 
Mike Hall immensely; “He has kept me laughing for the last 14 years.” Diane also 
notes she has made lifelong friends at CVCC, whom she will stay in touch with 
regularly. Diane plans to relax this summer at her condominium on the lake, 
afterwards she hopes to work part-time for a while. Diane’s parting words of 
wisdom are, “Love what you do!” Thank you for the many years of service; CVCC 
wishes you all the best as you start this next chapter! 

Finally, CVCC wishes Kathy Dombrowski a very happy retirement! Kathy has 
worked at CVCC for almost 21 years, her most recent position being a Career 
Specialist within the Career and Community Resources Department, specifically 
for the Revere district. Kathy has been a great asset to CVCC, working with our 
staff as well as within the Revere school district to make students’ educational 
experiences as best as possible. In retirement, Kathy will enjoy spending more 
time with her family, specifically her grandchildren. Best wishes Kathy, thank you 
for your years of service at the Cuyahoga Valley Career Center! 

Erol Sommer 

Diane Turk 

Kathy Dombrowski 

Paul Yuravak and his family 

 Thursday, June 24  CVCC Board of Education Meeting 

 Sunday, July 4  Independence Day 

 Monday, July 5  Independence Day (observed) 

 Monday, August 23 – Tuesday, August 24  CVCC District Staff In-Service 

 Wednesday, August 25  First Day of School for High School Students 

 Thursday, August 26  CVCC Board of Education Meeting 
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