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After graduating from high school, Seth and Michael went on to attend Cuyahoga Community College together, taking the 
same classes and assisting one another along the way. Adopting a “buddy system” to excel in their coursework and be there to 
guide one another each step of the way was a huge factor in their continued achievements. Seth and Michael are set to 
graduate this December with their Associate of Applied Business degree in Networking Software from Tri-C. They are now 
working toward a second associate’s degree in Computer Networking Hardware. After graduating from Tri-C, Seth and 
Michael will move on to obtain a Bachelor’s degree in Information Systems from Cleveland State University. 

Their experiences at CVCC helped both Seth and Michael immensely with accomplishing their goals. For Seth, the network 
and computer skills that he learned allowed him to find a field he loves and continue in his education. In addition, the referral 
he obtained from instructor Mr. Moore helped him get his current job in the IT department at the Twinsburg Public Library. 
For Michael, CVCC gave him countless amounts of knowledge that helped him understand concepts, which assisted him 
through college courses. Michael’s CVCC experience was essential in guiding him towards getting a college degree, which is a 
huge milestone for him as he will be the first person in his family to obtain a college degree.  

Seth and Michael are both extremely appreciative of the education they received at CVCC; it laid the foundation for their 
future. Their dream jobs are to become network administrators, a job they will love to go to everyday. Seth and Michael have 
accomplished so much thus far, their success goes to show how having a friend to go through the highs and lows of academia 
with can be incredibly beneficial. CVCC is honored to be a part of their journey, and wishes Seth and Michael luck in their 
future endeavors, they both should be truly proud! 

CVCC Alumni Spotlight 

  

 

Former Cuyahoga Valley Career Center (CVCC) Computer                  
Networking Academy students Seth Gardner and Michael        
Jastrzebski have a great “system” to help them succeed!  

Seth and Michael’s friendship began as seventh graders at Garfield Heights Middle 
School, both having a love for computers. Seth and Michael attended CVCC’s Computer 
Networking Academy program from 2013-2015, during their junior and senior years of 
high school. Seth knew he wanted to go to CVCC after receiving a tour of CVCC’s 
campus on a field trip during his early high school years. After attending the Computer 
Networking Academy’s Information Night and watching instructor Mr. Tim Moore's 
presentation, Seth was almost speechless and instantly knew that CVCC’s CNA program 
was the perfect fit. Michael chose to attend CVCC to expand his interest and knowledge 
in the Information Technology field. Both Seth and Michael have very fond memories 
while attending CVCC, particularly from participating in the Business Professionals of 
America competitions. 

 

Seth Gardner (left) and 
Michael Jastrzebski.  

Photo Credit: http://www.tri-
c.edu/about/blog/2017/dece
mber/seth-gardner-michael-

jastrzebski-use-the-buddy-
system-all-the-way-to-

graduation.html  
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CVCC Student Spotlight 
CVCC students Remember, Honor, and Teach! 

It is always wonderful to see students giving back, however when students are giving back to 
veterans it is even nicer to witness. Cuyahoga Valley Career Center’s Power Equipment Technology 
(PET) and Construction Trades students have worked tirelessly for the past few months with one 
goal in mind, to honor our fallen veterans. The students worked with Wreaths Across America, a 
nationwide nonprofit organization that year after year raise donations to create wreaths to place on 
the graves of our fallen veterans. The organization’s mission – Remember, Honor, Teach – is carried 
out in part each year by coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies in December at Arlington, as well as 
at more than 1,200 veterans’ cemeteries and other locations in all 50 states and beyond. CVCC 
Power Equipment Technology instructor Mr. Jerry Koenig, a veteran himself, brought the 
opportunity to collaborate with Wreaths Across America as a service-learning project to his students 
attention, the entire program was on board setting a huge goal of collecting 600 wreaths. The PET 
students gained the help of CVCC’s Construction Trades program and were off to reach their goal! 

 The students along with their instructors passed out flyers, made announcements, posted on social 
media, went to local businesses as well as friends and family to gain support for this project. The 
students even had the opportunity to be interviewed by Channel 19’s very own Romona Robinson 
and were featured on the Romona’s Kids segment, which aired in November. They were also 
featured on a local radio station, NewClevelandRadio.Net as well as WTAM 1100. The work these 
students put in to this project was above and beyond anything that was ever expected. The students 
were emotionally invested, wanted to honor those who gave the ultimate sacrifice so that our 
country and freedom could prevail.  

The students collected an incredible 542 wreaths, reaching 90% of their goal! On Saturday, 
December 16, 2017, the PET and Construction Trades students along with their instructors and many 
others drove to the Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery in Rittman, Ohio to lay the wreaths 
they collected on the gravesites of our veterans. This act touched everyone who was there to 
experience it and was a true honor for our students to be a part of. CVCC could not be more proud of 
our students and staff who were involved in this service-learning project. Our students learned the 
true meaning of giving back and honoring those who gave so much to our country. CVCC looks 
forward to continuing this project and seeing it grow in years to come. We are humbled to partner 
with Wreaths Across America and carry out their mission to Remember, Honor, and Teach. 

CVCC’s Power 
Equipment and 
Construction 
Trades students at 
the Ohio Western 
Reserve National 
Cemetery in 
Rittman, Ohio. 

CVCC students 
placing wreaths on 

the gravesites of 
our fallen veterans 

at the Ohio 
Western Reserve 

National Cemetery 
in Rittman, Ohio. 

CVCC Power Equipment 
Technology instructor Mr. 
Jerry Koenig paying his 
respects to fellow veterans 
at the Ohio Western 
Reserve National 
Cemetery in Rittman, 
Ohio. 
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CVCC Staff Spotlight 

Before working at CVCC, Sandra worked 30 years in the private sector in the Accounting field. Sandra 
has had the pleasure of working with four Superintendents and three Treasurers during her time at 
CVCC. One of her fondest memories from her time at CVCC is experiencing the student’s first day of 
school and seeing the staff outside welcoming each one, CVCC is all about the kids and that is 
something Sandra was very proud to be a part of.  

Sandra made it her goal to make the Treasurer’s Office a hands-on and approachable place for both 
staff and students, knowing the door is always opened to ask for help. Sandra praises current CVCC 
Treasurer Rick Berdine for bringing laughter into the office, and was thrilled to see how the morale has 
changed with current Superintendent Dave Mangas stepping in at the beginning of this 2017-18 school 
year, it has been a breath of fresh air with so much excitement surrounding CVCC. Sandra will miss 
CVCC dearly but knows everyone is in good hands with current CVCC employee Michelle Nakonieczny 
stepping up to take on many of Sandra’s duties.  

CVCC has been a huge part of Sandra’s life. Aside from working here for over 18 years, she attended 
CVCC as a student at just 19 years old, taking computer classes to learn spreadsheets. Sandra 
experienced the highs and lows that life brings with the family-like atmosphere of CVCC supporting her 
every step of the way, this feeling of family is something that Sandra will always remember.  

In retirement, Sandra plans on spending time with friends and family as well as working on her new 
home. Her first stop will be spending the holidays in Charleston and then off to Florida for some rest 
and relaxation. Some words of wisdom Sandra has as she departs is to always have an open door policy, 
be patient and always lend a helping hand to others. Sandra’s continuous customer service is what she 
hopes to be remembered by, always being available to help and work with others to keep moving 
forward. CVCC wishes Sandra much happiness and the best of luck in retirement. The entire CVCC 
community thanks Sandra for her years of service and helping hand, she will be missed!

Happy Retirement and Best Wishes! 

Cuyahoga Valley Career Center wishes staff member Sandra Soroka well 
as she has officially retired as of Friday, December 22, 2017. Sandra has 
worked at CVCC for 18 ½ years as the Treasurer’s Assistant. While most 
employees know Sandra for being the one who is in charge of making 
sure everyone is paid on time, her duties went far beyond payroll. Sandra 
had her hands in petty cash management, retirement and extended time 
tracking, transfer banking, insurance payments, employee contract 
dealings and so much more. 

Sandra Soroka 



Sunday, December 24, 2017  Christmas Eve 

Monday, December 25, 2017  Christmas Day 

Monday, December 25, 2017 – Friday, January, 2018  Winter Break 

Sunday, December 31, 2017  New Year’s Eve 

Monday, January 1, 2018  New Year’s Day 

Mondays and Wednesdays, January 8, 2018 – February 5, 2018 ACT Test Prep Boot Camp 

Monday, January 15, 2018  Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observed 

Thursday, January 18, 2018  7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  Student/Parent Information Night 

Wednesday, January 24, 2018  7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  College and Career Planning Seminar 

for Freshman, Sophomores, and Parents 

Saturday, February 3, 2018  9:30 a.m.- 11:30 a.m.  STEM Career Showcase 

Monday, February 5, 2018 – Friday, February 9, 2018  Career Tech Education Week 

Tuesday, February 6, 2018  AM Classes Only  Bring Your Parent to School 

Wednesday, February 7, 2018  10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  College/Military Day 

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 and Thursday, February 15, 2018  11:30 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.  

Tenth Grade Visitations 

Monday, February 19, 2018  President’s Day 

Thursday, March 8, 2018  3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  Student Job Fair 

Wednesday, March 21, 2018  7:00 p.m.  National Honor Society Induction 

Friday, March 30, 3018 – Friday, April 6, 2018  Spring Break 
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Upcoming Events 

Follow Cuyahoga Valley 
Career Center on social 

media! 

@CVCCworks 

#cvccworks #cvccsuccess 

http://www.cvccworks.edu/CollegePrepCourses.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/protected/EventView.aspx?id=8GAUBPIBB
http://www.cvccworks.edu/CollegeCareerPlanningSeminars.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/CareerExpos.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/STUDENTJOBFAIR.aspx

