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   We are honored to announce the return 
of one of our very own back to CVCC. 
Ganna Khristenko is a 2012 graduate of 
CVCC and North Royalton High School. She 
is a former Legal Secretary Program stu-
dent and now serves as the new adminis-
trative assistant to the School of Nursing. 
   The Legal Secretary Program is no 
longer available at CVCC, but during its 
time here, Khristenko was able to learn 
employable skills that are still with her. 
This program’s curriculum was structured 
to get students ready for careers in a legal 
office, paralegal or working as a recep-
tionist in any type of office setting. 
   “The program really gave me a realistic 

view of what I was getting myself into when it 
came to working in the legal field,” said 

Khristenko. 
   While enrolled in this program Khristenko was able to earn college 
credit towards a paralegal certificate. In addition, she participated as a 
early placement intern at Reminger Attorneys At Law located in Down-

town Cleveland. The associates at the law 
firm were so impressed with her work 
ethic and skills, they hired her as a full-
time employee and she worked with the 
firm until she departed for college. 
   “This was a medical malpractice firm 
so it was interesting to learn how these 
cases came about,” said Khristenko.  
   She is currently a senior at Bowling 
Green State University (BGSU) where she 
will receive her Bachelors of Science in 
History and Pre-Law this December. 
   She attributes much of her success at 
BGSU to the skills she learned at CVCC. 
   “The program at CVCC definitely put 
me ahead of the other students since I 
already knew the legal language and how 
to transcribe legal documents”, said Khristenko. 
   She is excited to return to CVCC and she looks forward to interacting and 
working with the students. 
   “The teachers always gave me a feeling that if you were here you were 
going to succeed and I plan to succeed here,” said Khristenko. 

Former Legal Secretary Student Heads Back to CVCC

    Dan 
Molnar 
has liter-
ally built 
S.W.A.T 
(Stuffed, 
With, 
Amazing, 
Taste) 
Food 
Truck and 
Catering 
business 
with his 
bare 

hands. This dream of his has quickly turned into a 
reality in just eight short months. 
   Molnar is a Construction Trades and Nordonia 
Hills High School graduate class of 2001. While 
a student at CVCC, Molnar learned valuable 
construction skills that have helped him evolve 
into an owner of a diner, food truck and catering 
company. 
   After graduating from high school, Molnar uti-
lized his Construction Trades skills by working as 

a fence installer and as a carpenter. He also went 
back to CVCC in 2003 to obtain EMT training. 
   After a short stint in the construction field, 
Molnar began to work as a catering manager for 
Mr. Chicken and this is when his love for the food 
industry started. 
   “Working in the catering business taught me 
a lot about the food industry so I was prepared 
when I finally got the courage to start my own 
business,” said Molnar. 
   After two months of driving home from work 
and passing a mobile command center that was 
for sale, Molnar finally stopped and purchased 
the truck. 
   Molnar would eventually transform this com-
mand center into S.W.A.T. Food Truck. He tapped 
into those Construction Trade skills and remod-
eled this truck into a 36 foot full service kitchen 
that feeds over 1,000 people at once. 
   After four short months of service, S.W.A.T. won 
first place cheeseburger at the National Ham-
burger Festival in Akron, OH.  This was a huge 
confidence booster for the business.
   “This was a big deal because we beat out 26 
other restaurants and some of these places have 

been in business for over 30 years,” said Molnar. 
   Molnar not only runs his food truck at various 
events in Ohio, but now operates a full service 
diner during lunch time, out of Adesa Auto Auc-
tion located in Northfield, OH. Molnar once again 
used his Construction Trades skills to remodel 
this cafeteria space making it his own. 
   S.W.A.T. Food Truck looks forward to working 
more Downtown Cleveland events and expand-
ing its catering business. For a full list of events 
please visit www.swatfoodtruck.com. 

S.W.A.T. Food Truck parked outside of CVCC’s 
45th Anniversary Celebration

Owner Dan Molnar & Fiance Felicia Korth 
working at the Adessa Auto Auction Diner
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   Marisa Mancuso, a graduate of Brecksville-Broadview Heights 
High School and CVCC class of 2012, discovered her passion 
for hair styling and medicine here at CVCC.  Mancuso received 
her first taste of the medical field when she attended one of the 
medical career summer camps as a seventh grader. 
   “I have always been really good at science and knew I wanted to 
work in the medical field in some capacity, but that passion was 
reinforced when I attended one of CVCC’s medical camps. I got 
the opportunity to participate in many activities like taking blood 
pressures and I loved it,” said Mancuso. 
   Mancuso attended CVCC’s Cosmetology Program during her 
junior and senior year. Her mom is a Cosmetology Graduate of 
CVCC and Mancuso always knew she wanted to follow in her 
mother’s footsteps. 
   “My mom attended CVCC and was able to pay her way through 
college while working as a hair stylist, so I always knew this was 
something I wanted to do plus I love doing hair,” said Mancuso. 
   So like her mother, Mancuso went on to attend CVCC’s Cosme-
tology Program and upon graduation she received her cosmetol-
ogy license and began to perform styling services and haircuts 
for students while she pursued a bachelor’s degree at Ohio 
University. 
   “Working as a stylist on campus gave me the opportunity to pay 
off most of my loans from undergrad,” said Mancuso. 
   This shining star alumni recently graduated from Ohio 

University this past spring and is now a student at Ohio University’s Heri-
tage College of Osteopathic Medicine and hopes to pursue a career as an 
orthopedic surgeon or a sports medicine doctor. 
   Even though she has decided to pursue a career in medicine, those basic 
customer service skills she learned while servicing beauty clients at 
CVCC have helped her in her current field. 
   “This was a good first step in the professional world. I learned valuable 
client interaction skills that I am now using to service patients in medi-
cal school. It has helped me get over that first time awkwardness”, said 
Mancuso. 
   Her class schedule and 85 hour study weeks keep her busy but she 
stresses the importance of time management while in medical school. 
   “Time management is the most important thing to remember. I have to 
schedule time to make sure I check in with my family among other things” 
said Mancuso. 
   Mancuso is a huge football fan and in her quest to become a sports 
medicine doctor she looks forward to working with the Baltimore Ravens 
next summer as an intern. We have our fingers crossed that this dream 
will come true!
    Mancuso’s story is a true testament of how you can learn valuable 
transferable skills from one program to the next and how being a jack-of-
all trades can enhance your skill set. CVCC is wishing this alumni all the 
success in her bright future. 

Marisa Mancuso at her white coat ceremony

   Natalie Buccini, a senior at 
Independence High School 
and class president for the 
Digital Design Program at 
CVCC, has had an awesome 
start to her school year with 
an internship at the GA-
ZETTE Newspaper here in 
Brecksville. 
   Buccini began her jour-
ney in the Digital Design 
program last year as she 
looked for a way to chan-
nel her creative 
desires. 
   “I always had a strong passion for art and 
I am very creative, but I did not know how to 
incorporate that into a career. My mom sug-
gested looking into digital design and I fell in 
love with the program,” said Buccini. 
   Through the Digital Design Program she 
has learned in-depth design principles 
while learning how to use graphic design 
software such as Adobe Illustrator, InDe-
sign, and Photoshop. These core principles 
have allowed Buccini to become a success-

ful intern at the GAZETTE. 
   As an intern, Buccini is get-
ting hands-on-experience 
working as a graphic designer. 
Recom-
mended 
to the 
GAZETTE 
by her 
instructor 
Melissa 
Munro, 
Buccini’s 

duties include layout de-
sign and creating ads for 
business from scratch. 
“Any student from Mrs. 
Munro’s class is a gift. 
She has a great way of 
educating the students 
the way I like. Each year 
they get better and 
Natalie has been 
great,” said Joyce 

McFadden, President of Advertisement.
   Much of Buccini’s success at the 
GAZETTE she attributes to CVCC. She 
states that learning how to use these 

programs has al-
lowed her to work in an 
industry she loves and 
she is only a high school 
senior. 
  Not only is she enhanc-
ing her design skills, 
she is also cultivating 
her leadership skills 
through planning class 
fund-raisers and field 
trips as class president. 
In addition, she is  a part 
of KEY Club, Bio Society 
and serves as Student 
Council Treasurer at In-
dependence High School. 
   As the school year 
continues, Buccini looks 

forward to taking pho-
tography classes and 
learning how to use 

different types of cameras as well as photo 
editing using Photoshop. 
   “I have always found photography inter-
esting and a passion of mine, but now I have 
a chance to learn about it which is really 
cool, “said Buccini. 
   Upon graduation, Buccini plans to attend 
an art school to continue her studies as a 
graphic designer. Her number one choice 
is the University of Cincinnati’s College of 
Design, Architecture, Art and Planning. 
   Good luck to this young lady, the possibili-
ties for her future are endless. 

CVCC Student Spotlight 

Natalie Buccini’s personal logo she designed

Buccini outside of GAZETTE Newspaper’s Office

Buccini working hard on an ad
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alumni spotlight continues on page 2



   More than one million Ohio adults who have not 
received a high school diploma can now begin tak-
ing steps to earn one.  The Adult Diploma Program 
provides job training and a new pathway for adults, 
ages 22 or older, to earn a high school diploma and in-
dustry credentials aligned to one of Ohio’s in-demand 
jobs at no cost to the student.  
   “Cuyahoga Valley Career Center (CVCC) is excited to 
join this effort in offering the Adult Diploma Program 
to help individuals earn a diploma and receive quality 
training within an in-demand career field,” said Adult 
Education Director Marcy Trew.
  Participants enrolling in the Adult Diploma Program 
will train for in-demand jobs through their choice of 
CVCC’s occupational programs of Emergency Medi-
cal Technician (EMT), Graphic Design, State Tested 
Nurse Aid (STNA), EKG Technician, Phlebotomy, Web 

Design and Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC). The program will provide free job training 
and award high school diplomas through the Ohio 
Department of Education.  
   “The Adult Diploma Program is set up to help 
students succeed and they can choose the train-
ing that fits their interests, so they can complete 
the program, enter the career field, and excel and 
advance,” said Program Coordinator Ken Hudiak. 
   Trew states this new opportunity for adults, to 
earn a diploma and train for an in-demand career 
at the same time, will make a real difference in the 
lives of the participants and their families.
   For more information about the Adult Diploma 
Program at CVCC, call 440-746-8210 or visit www.
cvccworks.edu/adulteducation_home.aspx.

CVCC Joins the Launch of the Adult Diploma Program 

    

   Now that you have invested (or are thinking about investing) in a quality camera, it 
is time to unlock its full potential.  Learn how to operate all those buttons and menu 
items including aperture, ISO, shutter speed, and how to select and use different 
lenses.  We will go beyond the technical side as well as introducing how to compose 
stunning photos.  This class will also help you if you are thinking about buying a new 
camera.  Bring your own camera or use one of ours.  This class begins April 28, 2017 
and registration is open now. It is taught by CVCC’s very own Media Technology In-
structor Bernie Van Tilburg.  No photography experienced needed, register now! Do 
not let the opportunity to enhance and build new skills pass you by. 
For questions and registration please visit: http://cuyahogavalley.augusoft.net. 

    

“I love helping others 
and building their con-
fidence through their 
smile”
-Alyssa Colombo, Dental 
Assisting Student

“I enjoy telling stories 
through my work, 
creating a reaction and 
emotion”
-Val Garrett, Media 
Technology Student 
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3 Learn How to Make 

Professional Use of Your Camera  
CVCC’s Winter

Students of the Month  



 

Cuyahoga Valley Career Center is a perfect location for business and conference meetings, offering conference rooms,
an expo area, catering and FREE parking. At our convenient location, equipment and technology are available whether
the event is for 7 people or 700. Contact Diane Nemec at dnemec@cvccworks.edu or call 440.746.8348. For more
information on fees, visit our website, see “Community Services,” click “Conference Facility Rental.”

      N e x t  J o b  S e e k e r s  E v e n t  J a n .  2 3

Choose CVCC for your conferences and workshops

Happy Holidays 
from our family to yours!

JANUARY

1/21-Job Seekers, Ohio Means Jobs, 9 to 11 
a.m. OhioMeansJobs.com is the website run 
by the Ohio Department of Job and Fam-
ily Services helping families in Ohio find 
jobs. Registration Required: Click here to 
register

1/25 - College Scholarship Workshop, 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Learn how to find scholarships for 
college. Representatives from the Founda-
tion Center and College Now will discuss 
foundation support and other sources of 
financial aid for students in higher educa-
tion. Registration Required: Click here to 
register

1/28- Digital Animation- Wolverine! Grades 
4-6, Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon, $20, includes 
snack. Tame the Wolverine! Let’s draw this 
crazy cat with the huge iron claws as he 
takes on his enemies like Saber Tooth in 
New York City. Registration required: Click 
here to register

1/28 - Video Game Design Workshop - Intro 
to Platform, for Grades 4-6, Saturday, 9 a.m. 
to noon, $20, includes snack. Students will 
use GameMaker Pro software version 8.1 
to create take home games. Registration 
required: Click here to register

1/28/17 - ACT Test Pre Workshops, General 
Overview, Saturday, 10 a.m. to noon, $20. 
Learn general strategies and format of the 
test. Registration required: Click here to 
register

FEBRUARY

2/4 - HER Ideas in Game Design Grades 
5-8, Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., $40, 
includes snack. Girls will learn the creative 
game-making process from theory to project 
completion to create their own web-based 
game. Registration required: Click here to 
register

2/4 - Video Game Design - Intro to Breakout 
Arcade, for Grades 4-6, Saturday, 9 a.m. to 
noon, $20, includes snack. Students will use 
GameMaker Pro Software version 8.1 to cre-
ate take-home. Registration required: Click 
here to register

2/11 - Digital Animation - Wizard of Oz!, for 
Grades 4-6, Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon, $20, in-
cludes snack. Let’s join the Scarecrow, Lion 
and Tin Man as they try to get Dorothy to the 
Emerald City. Watch out for the green witch 
of the west and all of her tricky monkeys!
Click here to register

2/11 - STEM Career Showcase, for Grades 
7-12, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. - Is a STEM career 
right for you? Take a career assessment. 
See demonstrations, talk to STEM profes-
sionals and college representatives. Experi-
ence VEX robotics, tour new robotics lab. 
No registration, FREE event.

MARCH

3/4 - Job Seekers: Build Your Resume, Ace 
the Interview. 9 to 11:00 a.m. Learn practi-
cal ways to build/optimize your resume and 
cover letter and ace the interview! Registra-
tion Required. Click here to register

3/16 - Student Job Fair, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
High School students ages 16-plus: 
Prepare to fill out/submit job applications, 
talk directly to nearly 50 employers seeking 
part-time, seasonal and summer workers. 
Proper dress encouraged. Click here for 
more details

3/21 - CVCC Community Wellness: Sleep as a 
Key Part of Good Health. 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
 Dr. A. Romeo Craciun, Cleveland Clinic – 
Neurology, discusses the importance of 
getting a good night’s sleep. He will share 
his thoughts on commonly used methods 
that individuals use and provide insight into 
alternative solutions to sleep more soundly 
through the night.
Free event, registration required.  Register 
by:  March 14, 2017 to Marie Elias at 
melias@cvccworsk.edu or click here to 
register.

CUYAHOGA VALLEY CAREER CENTER:      Your College & Career Connection!     www.cvccworks.edu
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http://www.cvccworks.edu/CVCCJobSeekers1.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/CVCCJobSeekers1.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/ScholarshipWorkshop.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/ScholarshipWorkshop.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/StudentWorkshops.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/StudentWorkshops.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/StudentWorkshops.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/Seminars.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/Seminars.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/StudentWorkshops.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/StudentWorkshops.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/StudentWorkshops.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/StudentWorkshops.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/StudentWorkshops.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/CVCCJobSeekers1.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/STUDENTJOBFAIR.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/STUDENTJOBFAIR.aspx
https://docs.google.com/a/cvccworks.edu/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1YbY9aPM9qxLiN152pwPwfLIdGR98DvLYtKGdsktPJ2-aMQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/a/cvccworks.edu/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1YbY9aPM9qxLiN152pwPwfLIdGR98DvLYtKGdsktPJ2-aMQ/viewform

