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 CVCC’s Mission: To prepare youth and adults to enter, compete, advance, and lead in an ever-changing world of work, college, and careers.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

u 3/11-ACT Test Prep
Workshop: Science
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

u 3/16-Student Job Fair
3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

u 3/18- ACT Test Prep
Workshop: Review
10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.

u 3/21-CVCC Community
Wellness Presentation
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

u 3/27-3/31- SPRING
BREAK

www.cvccworks.edu
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Former EMT Student's Business Working with CVCC

catalyst newsletter

During Joseph’s time, he realized engineering was the right fit for him. “CVCC is the reason I am where I am 
today,” expressed Joseph. His success started junior year with the hands-on training and instruction from instructor, Mr. 
Parrott, and continued through his senior year. It was ultimately Mr. Parrott's Machine Technology program that 
prepared Joseph for working as a manual machinist as well as a CNC Setup/Operator throughout his college years. 
Advanced training and work skills are the foundation of what he remembers from his time here, however Joseph is 
proudest to have met his two closet friends in the Machine Technology Program.

Prior to Joseph’s last year at Cleveland State University, his work experience and education assisted him in 
obtaining a summer opportunity as a manufacturing engineering co-op. Shortly after the co-op, Joseph began looking for 
engineering jobs as his graduation from CSU was fast approaching. Though Joseph’s Bachelor's degree got him 
interviews, it was his previous work experience that ultimately got him the job he has today. Delegram now works as a 
Process Engineer for SFS Intec, Inc. Something unique about Joseph’s position is he gets the opportunity to work with 
many young apprentices in numerous disciplines of manufacturing. From Ohio locals to others around the world, Joseph 
gets to engage in the efforts of these fresh successors, all who started on a similar path as he did. This allows Joseph to 
really give back and continue helping others advance in the engineering field. In the end, none of these opportunities and 
successes would have been possible without the foundation set forth by Cuyahoga Valley Career Center.

Joseph Delegram

Joseph Delegram from Twinsburg, Ohio attended Cuyahoga Valley Career Center (CVCC) from 2008-2010. Having an interest in machinery, 
Joseph joined the Machine Technology program looking to expand his educational skills and training. “I was not certain on what I wanted to do when I 
graduated high school, so I signed up for Cuyahoga Valley Career Center my sophomore year,” answered Joseph when asked why he chose to attend. 
Delegram has a family history in machinery, his grandfather was a tool and die maker, and his father another alumnus of CVCC went through the 
machine trades program, ultimately becoming a journeyman and die maker as well. Joseph saw an opportunity to learn more about manufacturing 
and machine technology as well as figure out if this path was the right fit for his future.
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Machine Technology Student Turned Engineer

Gene Ptacek attended Cuyahoga Valley Career Center (CVCC) in January thru May of 1990, his class was the 
first National Registry EMT class to graduate from the accredited Adult Education program. Following his time, in 
March of 1991 Gene attended a 36-hour Volunteer Fire Fighter School for two months, adding to his Fireman/EMT 
career. To give some background into Gene’s decision to attend this institution, in December of 1989 during the holiday 
season Gene’s mother-in-law was having problems breathing one night while Gene and his wife were visiting. Gene 
had enough “informal” first aid training to know what to do. At that time, Gene decided he felt a calling to continue on in 
helping those in need. Gene contacted the Brooklyn, Ohio Fire Department and was fortunate enough to talk with a 
CVCC instructor who gave the program an excellent recommendation. The following Monday, Gene was enrolled in the 
course. Over the next four months through motivation, passion and dedication Gene and the entire EMS class passed 
with flying colors.

Gene took his passions and ran with it, creating his own fire equipment services company. Currently, Gene is 
the vice president and owner of Gene Ptacek and Son Fire Equipment. Gene’s main responsibilities involve overseeing 
the daily operation of the business, including the 65 very valued employees of the company. Gene’s company services 
and installs fire extinguishers and fire systems at various customer facilities throughout northern Ohio. Gene also  
gives his time as a part time patrolman for the City of Amherst and is a member of the Lorain County SWAT team. With 
celebrating 42 years in business, Gene continues to serve and strive to make his company the best it can be. 

Gene’s experience has helped in his success today in so many ways. While attending the various classes to 
complete the EMT program, he was able to learn a lot about medical emergencies and firefighting. Now as a police 
officer and EMT, Gene is able to utilize the skills learned in these past classes to perform CPR on people in cardiac 
arrest, apply various lifesaving skills, and properly extinguish fires while on duty. Gene genuinely believes that 
attending these specialized classes enhanced his ability to serve the public at a higher level. Gene proclaims, “At the 
end of my tour of duty, it is a special feeling knowing I made a positive difference in someone’s life.”   

Gene Ptacek, Owner of 
Gene Ptacek and Son 

Fire Equipment

http://www.cvccworks.edu
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2 Long Lasting Memories from CVCC Experience 

alumni spotlight continues on page 2

Due to the exceptional training and education, Connor now works at DeVore 
Technologies in Beachwood, Ohio as a Training Assistant while attending college at 
Cuyahoga Community College, furthering his education in Computer Networking 
Hardware and Software. “CVCC educated me in getting a fundamental idea of how 
Computer Networking, and the IoE (Internet of Everything) works,” expressed Connor. 
However, the irreplaceable friendships gained in both fellow students and teachers are 
what Connor truly values. These experiences carry on with Connor, guiding him to a 
lifetime of success.

also reminisces on his contributions made to Business Professionals of America, a student 
organization that helps develop leadership abilities and promotes interest in business skill 
occupations. Connor was awarded a scholarship for his hard work and dedication to 
learning, which he is very proud of. Connor has so many wonderful recollections, however 
nothing beats the great friendships made and relationships with teachers that still exist 
today.

Alumni Connor House attended Cuyahoga Valley Career 
Center (CVCC) from 2013-2015 while attending Nordonia Hills High 
School. Looking for a different experience during high school, 
Connor chose to enroll in the Computer Networking Academy after 
seeing the many interesting and accessible computer courses.

Though Connor holds many memories from his time here, he 
fondly remembers his involvement in the National Technical Honor 
Society which honors career-technical high school students who 
excel in scholarship, leadership, service and character. Connor 
specifically really enjoyed the celebratory Christmas events. House

CVCC thanks The Gene Haas Foundation for donating 
a $12,500 grant to our students. This grant aids in 
supporting scholarships awarded to students 
enrolled in machine-based training and engineering 
programs. Thank you to The Gene Haas Foundation 
for your support and consideration!

Thank You to The Gene Haas Foundation

Dental Assisting: Mrs. Theodore
Community Awareness
2nd Place     Senior:  Marissa Crosby-Twinsburg

Senior:  Myah Redmond- Twinsburg
Senior:  Alexia Stefan- BBHHS
Senior:  Savannah Williams-North Royalton

Dental Terminology 
1st Place      Senior: Yana Kolyadich-North Royalton 
3rd Place     Junior:  Jeremiah Bilskiy-North Royalton 
Extemporaneous Health Poster
3rd Place     Junior:  Timothy King- Garfield Heights 
Job Seeking Skills
2nd Place     Senior:  Peter Hana-BBHHS
3rd Place     Junior: Jessica Harsoulas- North Royalton

Health Careers: Mrs. Ellis, Mrs. Robusto, Mrs. Valukievic 
Biomedical Debate  
1st Place    Juniors:  Aiquanis Black-Garfield Heights

Rileigh Knotts- Nordonia
McKenzie Rizzo- Nordonia

Creative Problem Solving
1st Place     Juniors: Melissa Hamed- Garfield Hts

Amy Hollingsworth- Independence
 Madelyn Jablonsky- North Royalton
Megan Sostakowski- Twinsburg

2nd Place    Seniors: Hannah Kendall-Nordonia
Natalie Schweitzer- Cuyahoga Hts
Rachel Vickers- Nordonia

Health Education 
2nd Place     Seniors: Andrea Cantale-Garfield Hts.

Brianna Exton-Garfield Hts.
Dylan Sell-Garfield Hts.
Gillian Turley - Nordonia 

HOSA Bowl
2nd Place     Seniors:  Rebecca Atherton-BBHHS

   Megan Schott-Garfield Hts.
   Victoria Sobolewski-Revere

3rd Place     Juniors: Shannon Berchtold - Brecksville
  Renee Billy - Twinsburg
  Caitlyn Rizzo - Nordonia

Max Troibner - Independence
Nutrition 
1st Place      Junior:  Taylia Walker-Twinsburg

Pathophysiology
3rd Place      Junior:  Jeremy Woodford-Garfield Hts.

Medical Reading 
3rd Place      Junior:  Jacquelyn Jarden-Nordonia 

Medical Terminology 
5th Place      Senior:  Taylor Paugh-North Royalton 

Nursing Assisting 
5th Place      Senior:  Daniella Stanis-North Royalton

Researched Persuasive Writing and Speaking
2nd Place     Senior: Alyssa Schillero-Garfield Hts.
3rd Place     Junior:  Megan Vitanza-Cuyahoga Heights

2017 HOSA- Northeast Regional Competition
Twelve schools from the Northeast Region competed in the HOSA Regional Competition 
at Medina County Career Center this past month. Kudo’s to all of our CVCC students who 
competed. CVCC is proud to announce the following students, who will be competing at 
the state competition in April. Congratulations and Good Luck!
CVCC Competition Results:

CVCC is very proud of the Marketing 
Students who will be competing at the 
Columbus DECA State Competition this 
year. Students Amelia Reto and Logen 
Walsh from Business Laws and Ethics 
placed 5th at the Regional Competition 

and will be competing. Also, Zade 
Shetawi from the International 

Business Plan will have the opportunity 
to compete as well. Congratulations 

and Good Luck!

CVCC Competes at DECA State Competition
2017 HOSA 
Competitors

Architectural Mechanical Design 
Students at CVCC

Congratulations to CVCC's 
Architectural Mechanical Design 

team who was recognized for making 
the top 10 at the Great Big Home and 

Garden Show 20th annual Student 
Model Home Design Contest. Led by 
instructor Erik Ward, students Jack 
McMichael (Nordonia), Bruce Turos 

Jr. (Twinsburg), Jacob Johnson 
(Twinsburg) placed 10th in the 

competition. What an incredible 
accomplishment!CVCC Architectural Mechanical Design team 

with instructor Erik Ward

Connor House
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CVCC's Summer Camps CVCC’s Coding Boot Camp 

It may be hard to believe, but 
summer is right around the 

corner! 

CVCC's Summer Camps for 
students entering grades 5-10 

are a great way to explore, 
discover and create!

Camps run 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday, 
June 12-16 and June 19-23. 

Camp registration is open NOW!  
Register by March 24th to 

receive an early bird discount.

Any questions, please email 
Community Liaison Nanci 

Coleman at 
ncoleman@cvccworks.edu 

Cuyahoga Valley Career Center is expanding its computer technology 
offerings with a brand new course starting this summer. The CVCC Coding 
Boot Camp, focuses on ‘front end’ engineering and will launch on Monday, 

June 12, 2017 at the CVCC campus. This 14-week, full-time, immersive boot 
camp will teach students to develop robust and responsive web applications 
for both PC and mobile users. “We’re excited to offer a new, comprehensive 
coding program that can help people obtain entry level positions in the area 
of coding where job growth is increasing in Cuyahoga County,” said Marcy 

Trew, Director of Adult Education at Cuyahoga Valley Career Center.

Unlike other coding boot camps in Northeast Ohio, the CVCC Coding Boot 
Camp is focused on the commonly used programming language JavaScript. 
JavaScript works on the ‘front end’ of web apps and works to enhance the 

user’s interactive experience with the page. By focusing on a single 
programming language, and performing a deep dive into its capabilities, 

students learn both the fundamentals and the intricacies of JavaScript that 
can launch their careers in web development. Please visit 
www.collectiveeducation.com/cvcc for more information.

CVCC Treasurer, 
Rick Berdine

Cuyahoga Valley Career Center Receives Auditor of State Award

A recent financial audit of Cuyahoga Valley Career Center (CVCC) by the 
Auditor of State’s office has returned a “clean” audit report. CVCC’s 

excellent record has earned it the   Auditor of State Award, an award given to 
institutions for exemplary financial reporting in accordance with Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) for 2016. This honor is presented to 

local governments and school districts upon the completion of a financial 
audit. Entities that receive this award meet the official criteria of a clean 

audit report documented by the Auditor of State’s office. CVCC is proud to 
recognize Rick Berdine, Treasurer and the entire treasurer's office staff for 
the hard work and dedication given to obtain this honorable prize. Clean and 

accurate record-keeping are the foundation for good government, and 
taxpayers can take pride in CVCC’s commitment to accountability.

To register and for information visit: 
http://www.cvccworks.edu/careercamps.aspx

http://www.cvccworks.edu/adulteducation_home.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/adulteducation_home.aspx
http://cuyahogavalley.augusoft.net
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Choose CVCC for your conferences and workshops
Cuyahoga Valley Career Center is a perfect location for business and conference meetings, offering conference 
rooms, an expo area, catering and FREE parking. At our convenient location, equipment and technology are available 
whether the event is for 7 people or 700. Contact Diane Nemec at dnemec@cvccworks.edu or call 440.746.8348. For 
more information on fees, visit our website, see “Community Services,” click “Conference Facility Rental.”

CUYAHOGA VALLEY CAREER CENTER   Your College & Career Connection!     www.cvccworks.edu
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 4             Events

5/11- Dental Pinning and Capping Ceremony 7:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.

5/13- Job Seekers Seminar-Networking 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Come here the benefits 
of networking and discuss effective ways to build your personal network. Register at 
http://www.cvccworks.edu/protected/EventRegistration.aspx?rCode=40UY2

5/17- Health Careers Pinning Ceremony 7:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. 

5/18- Public Health and Safety Graduation 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

5/19- Last Day for Seniors at CVCC

5/22- EMT Graduation 7:00 p.m.

5/29- MEMORIAL DAY, NO SCHOOL

5/31- Adult Education Coding Boot Camp Information Night 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
For more information visit https://cuyahogavalley.augusoft.net/index.cfm?
fuseaction=1010&catalogid=3

JUNE-
6/1- Evening Adult Education Students Candle Lighting Ceremony 7:00 p.m.

6/7- Junior Picnic/Student’s Last Day

6/8- Day time Adult Education Graduation 7:00 p.m.

APRIL-  
4/1-HER Ideas in Robotics 9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. $40 per workshop, includes lunch and all supplies. 
For girls in grades 5-8. Register at http://www.cvccworks.edu/StudentWorkshops.aspx

4/4- Adult Education Web Design and Animation Information Night 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. For more 
information visit http://www.cvccworks.edu/ComputerTechnology.aspx

4/10- School of Nursing Information Night 6:00 p.m.

4/12- Adult Education Coding Boot Camp Information Night 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. For more  
information visit https://cuyahogavalley.augusoft.net/index.cfm?fuseaction=1010&catalogid=3

4/19- College Survival Skills: Experience the “Reality!” 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Register at 
http://www.cvccworks.edu/protected/EventRegistration.aspx?rCode=40GI0

4/19- Adult Education Graphic Design for Print and Web Production Information Night 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. For more information visit 
https://cuyahogavalley.augusoft.net/index.cfm?fuseaction=1010&catalogid=3

4/27- New Student Orientation 11:45 a.m.- 1:15 p.m. 

MAY-  
5/9- Senior Recognition Ceremony 7:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.

5/10- Teaching Professions Ceremony 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

5/10- Adult Education Coding Boot Camp Information Night 6:00 p.m -  
8:00 p.m. For more information visit https://cuyahogavalley.augusoft.net/
index.cfm?fuseaction=1010&catalogid=3

CVCC

http://www.cvccworks.edu/CVCCJobSeekers1.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/StudentWorkshops.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/StudentWorkshops.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/StudentWorkshops.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/STUDENTJOBFAIR.aspx
http://www.cvccworks.edu/STUDENTJOBFAIR.aspx
https://docs.google.com/a/cvccworks.edu/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1YbY9aPM9qxLiN152pwPwfLIdGR98DvLYtKGdsktPJ2-aMQ/viewform
mailto:dnemec@cvccworks.edu
http://www.cvccworks.edu



