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CVCC Alumni Spotlight 

  

 

 

Former Cuyahoga Valley Career Center (CVCC) Media Arts Student,            
Valerie Garrett is Thriving! 

Valerie Garrett attended CVCC during 2016-2018, her junior and senior years of high school. 
Valerie was enrolled in the Media Arts, formally Media Technology, program instructed by Mr. 
Bernie Van Tilburg. Valerie chose to attend CVCC to get a step ahead in her career. Valerie 
expressed, “The Media Arts program at CVCC taught everything you need to know to use and 
make a career for yourself.” Valerie fondly remembers meeting several great influencers within 
the media industry during her time at CVCC.  She and her fellow classmates had the opportunity 
to ask several questions about their roles within the industry and how they found success. Valerie 
also recalls holding a title for her team’s silent film competition, a moment she is quite proud of. 

After graduating from CVCC, Valerie continued to pursue the Media Arts field. She is currently 
pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree in Film and Media Arts at Cleveland State University, as well as 
operating her video production company, Valerie Garrett Productions, which is a full-service 
video and photography marketing agency. Valerie’s company focuses on creating affordable 
cinematic content for organizations, corporations, non-profits, and families, primarily located in 
Cleveland and surrounding areas. Valerie’s goal through her production company is to create 
filmmaking content for local businesses that tell a story about their brand and connects with the 
hearts of their audience members. Valerie is also a freelance videographer and photographer and 
has editing and drone operating capabilities as well. She also works part-time as a videographer 
and editor at a local media company in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Valerie attributes CVCC to much of her success today, stating, CVCC went “above and beyond 
my expectations.” Valerie specifically mentions CVCC Media Arts instructor, Bernie Van Tilburg, 
stating he teaches exceptional, hands-on skills, as well as “pushed and strived for the best with 
each and every student.” The Media Arts program ultimately gave Valerie the tools she needed 
to start her career, as well as gave her many advantages in entering the creative, media work 
field. Not only did CVCC teach Valerie essential skills to advance professionally, many of the 
connections Valerie made from internships and job shadow experiences are contacts she still is in 
touch with and even working with today. Ultimately, Valerie feels without the experiences and 
education she had at CVCC, she would not be in the successful place she is in today. To close, 
Valerie exclaims, “I truly cannot thank the program enough for everything it has given me. A true 
blessing.” CVCC is honored to be a part of Valerie’s journey! 
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CVCC Student Spotlight 
 

CVCC students Remember, Honor, and Teach! 

It is always wonderful to see students giving back, however when students are giving back to 
veterans it is even nicer to witness. Cuyahoga Valley Career Center’s Power Equipment Technology 
(PET), Construction Trades, and Education Professions students worked tirelessly for the past few 
months with one goal in mind: to honor our fallen veterans. The students partnered with Wreaths 
Across America, a nationwide nonprofit organization that year after year raises donations to create 
wreaths to place on the graves of our fallen veterans. The organization’s mission – Remember, 
Honor, Teach – is carried out in part each year by coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies in 
December at Arlington, as well as at more than 1,200 veterans’ cemeteries and other locations in all 
50 states and beyond.  

CVCC Power Equipment Technology instructor Mr. Jerry Koenig, a veteran himself, brought the 
opportunity to collaborate with Wreaths Across America as a service-learning project to his students 
attention a few years ago. Each year, additional CVCC programs have joined the cause, creating 
higher goals and more wreaths collected. This year, a huge goal of collecting 1,000 wreaths was met 
and exceeded! The first year this project took place, students collected an incredible 542 wreaths; 
this year, that number more than doubled, with the collection of 1,264+ wreaths! 

 The students along with their instructors passed out flyers, made announcements, posted on social 
media, and went to local businesses as well as friends and family to gain support for this project. The 
work these students put in to this project went above and beyond anything that was ever expected. 
The students were emotionally invested, wanting to honor those who gave the ultimate sacrifice so 
that our country and freedom could prevail.  

On Saturday, December 14, the PET, Construction Trades, and Education Professions students 
along with their instructors and many others drove to the Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery 
in Rittman, Ohio to lay the wreaths they collected on the gravesites of our veterans. This act 
touched everyone who was there to experience it and was a true honor for our students to take part 
in. CVCC could not be more proud of our students and staff who were involved in this service-
learning project. Our students learned the true meaning of giving back and honoring those who gave 
so much to our country. CVCC looks forward to continuing this project and seeing it grow for more 
years to come. We are humbled to collaborate with Wreaths Across America and carry out their 
mission to Remember, Honor, and Teach. 

 

Ohio Western 
Reserve National 
Cemetery in 
Rittman, Ohio. 

CVCC students 
place wreaths on 
the gravesites of 

our fallen veterans 
at the Ohio 

Western Reserve 
National Cemetery 

in Rittman, Ohio. 

CVCC Power Equipment 
Technology instructor Mr. 
Jerry Koenig and students 
pass out wreaths to be 
placed on gravesites at the 
Western Reserve National 
Cemetery in Rittman, 
Ohio. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

    

    

     

 

 

 Thursday, January 16  7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  Student/Parent Information Night 

 Monday, January 20  Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observed 

 Thursday, January 23  6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Special Board Meeting 

 Friday, January 24  BPA Regional Competition 

 Saturday, February 1  HOSA Regional Competition 

 Monday, February 3– Friday, February 7  Career Tech Education Week 

 Tuesday, February 4  AM Classes Only  Bring Your Parent to School 

 Wednesday, February 5  10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  College/Military Day 

 Wednesday, February 12 and Thursday, February 13  11:30 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.  Tenth Grade Visitations 

 Monday, February 17  President’s Day 

 Thursday, March 5  3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Student Job Fair 

 Monday, March 23 – Friday, March 27  Spring Break 

 

 

    3  

CVCC Staff Spotlight 

 

Upcoming Events 

Follow Cuyahoga Valley 
Career Center on social 

media! 

@CVCCworks 

#cvccworks #cvccsuccess 

Welcome New Staff Members! 

Cuyahoga Valley Career Center welcomes Steve Jaramillo, Educational 
Aide, as a new staff member! Steve worked as a professional cheerleader 
for the Cleveland Cavaliers, and was a personal banker as well as a claims 
adjuster for National Interstate Insurance prior to coming to CVCC. 
Steve is a graduate of Brecksville Broadview Heights High School and 
received a Bachelor’s Degree in Business from Ohio University. He is 
currently attending Cleveland State University to earn a degree in school 
counseling. CVCC is thrilled for Steve to join us! 

CVCC also welcomes Terri-Lynn Brosseau, the new Adult Education 
Coordinator! Prior to coming to CVCC, Terri-Lynn was the Associate 
Dean as well as Dean of Brown Macki College in North Canton. She also 
was the Director and Dean of Education at Fortis College in Cincinnati 
and Cuyahoga Falls. Terri-Lynn attended Wooster High School and 
received a Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science from the University of 
Akron. She went on to obtain a master’s degree in Organizational 
Leadership from Argosy University. Welcome to CVCC! 

 

 

 


