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CVCC Industry  
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 Rachel praised CNA instructor Mr. Moore by saying, “Of all the teachers I had throughout my academic career, Mr. Moore is hands down my 
favorite. He is passionate about his field, helping students learn and be successful. He gives you all the tools possible to succeed and is willing to 
help you along the way. He adds excitement to what he teaches and drives you to want to learn more. I have never had a teacher motivate and 
encourage me like Mr. Moore has and I am forever grateful. The foundation of my success today was built on my IT education from Mr. Moore.” 

Rachel has always been interested in science and math. She can remember using computers for the first time in 5th and 6th grade; the more she 
used computers, the more interested she became in them and wanted to learn about the inner workings. Today, Rachel is mainly interested in 
Information Technology and all things IT related! While in high school, she interned in the IT Department at the House of LaRose, a beverage 
distributor in Brecksville, Ohio. After graduating high school, she was hired part-time and continued working there while pursuing her college 
degree. Rachel attended Bryant and Stratton College to gain an Associate’s degree in Computer Networking. Rachel was not completely satisfied 
with her experience and education, so she decided to pursue a Bachelor’s degree. In 2016, Rachel landed an Internship at FirstEnergy on their 
Windows Server Team. In 2017, Rachel graduated from The University of Akron with a Bachelor’s in Computer Science. Once graduated, 
FirstEnergy hired Rachel as a full-time employee working as a Systems Administrator on the Windows Server Team, which she still does today.  

 

 

 

 

IT Professional, Rachel Peline is a True Role Model for          
Those Looking to Enter a STEM Related Career!  

Rachel Peline was born and raised in the Parma/Seven Hills area and attended Normandy High School, 
graduating in 2012. While at Normandy High School, she took Cisco Networking Academy during her 
junior and senior years. CVCC’s current Computer Networking Academy (CNA) instructor, Mr. Tim Moore 
was Rachel’s instructor during her junior year, before he moved on to teach at CVCC. Mr. Moore and 
Rachel kept in contact after Mr. Moore came to CVCC. He felt Rachel was a great fit to serve on the 
Computer Networking Academy’s industry board, which Rachel has been on since 2012. She looks forward 
to the meetings each year and loves hearing how the CNA students are doing in the program. Rachel 
states, “It has been a wonderful opportunity to connect with other successful IT professionals.”  

 

Aside from her vast knowledge of the IT field, and being an industry board member for the CNA program, Rachel has participated in CVCC’s IT’s 
for Girls event that is held each year. At the event, female professionals in IT related fields are able to network with 7 and 8th grade girls from 
CVCC’s eight associate districts who are interested in IT. This is a great opportunity as well for women who work locally in the IT field to connect 
with one another and network. Rachel was able to share her experiences with the girls and inspire them to join the excitement within IT 
professions. Rachel has also been involved in CVCC’s annual STEM Career Showcase where businesses and academic institutions come together 
to promote the abundance of opportunities within the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) fields. Growing up, Rachel can 
remember that there was not a huge push for girls to be in STEM related fields; when Rachel was in Mr. Moore’s class, she competed in IT 
competitions with Business Professionals of America (BPA). She was always one of a few girls at the competitions, but never felt excluded. Rachel 
thinks it is fun to stand out and be one of a few girls involved. “Plus, it is fun beating the boys!” Rachel exclaims. Rachel is thankful to take part in 
opportunities to educate and inspire more young women to get involved in STEM fields. She never let being a girl define her success, and wants 
all the young women who are interested in pursuing these fields to know that too! 

 

Rachel Peline 
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Currently, Rachel is a Windows Server System Administrator at FirstEnergy. She works on a 
team of about 12 people that support all the Windows servers across FirstEnergy’s footprint; as 
far west as Toledo, Ohio, to the coast of New Jersey. There are about 3,000 servers that Rachel 
and her team work on every day. The servers support things like the website, billing, call 
centers, smart meters and functions for supporting the electric grid itself. Rachel is personally 
in charge of two projects within her team. The first is the Windows Server 2008 rollover 
project, which involves moving servers off old hardware onto new hardware and upgrading 
their operating systems to Windows Server 2012 or Windows Server 2016. Rachel’s job is to 
make sure to coordinate new server builds with application teams and work with them on 
getting the old servers retired. She is also in charge of supporting Puppet for the windows 
server team. Puppet is a software configuration management tool used to automate processes 
and maintain the desired state of systems. Her role in supporting Puppet is to write the Ruby 
code that is pushed out to all servers. What technical and exciting work! 

When Rachel was asked, “How the STEM fields have helped in her success today?” She 
responded with, “Without STEM I would not be where I am today. All my schooling from high 
school through college and every job I have held has been in STEM. I could not imagine my life 
without it.” Rachel went on to say, “I think finding something you are passionate about and 
having someone guide you along the way is imperative to being successful in your career. 
Without Mr. Moore’s class in high school, I do not think I would have found such a passion for IT 
that I have today. My advice to anyone is find something that you are interested in and go for 
it! Take advantage of every opportunity that comes your way because you never know where it 
will take you. Listen to people’s advice and find mentors and role models that you aspire to be 
like. They can give you guidance and point you in the right direction.” There is no doubt Rachel 
is an inspiration and true role model to those looking to enter a STEM related field! CVCC is 
honored to have professionals like Rachel involved in our many opportunities to help inspire 
others to follow their dreams and passions! 

 

Rachel speaking with future STEM 
professionals at CVCC’s IT’s for Girls Event! 

Rachel speaking with students about all the 
opportunities STEM careers have to offer at 

CVCC’s STEM Career Showcase Event! 

Transition-to-Work Student and Train Enthusiast, Nick Spisak,         
and “The Engine Built by CVCC” 

Student Nick Spisak, from North Royalton is enrolled in the CVCC’s Transition-to-Work 
program instructed by Mrs. Patty Kempf. The Transition-to-Work program is one of the 
many programs CVCC offers for students with special needs to obtain skills in marketing 
and community-based employment. These programs are designed for students who need 
specialized training to gain competitive or supported occupations. With this past year being 
Nick’s first year at CVCC, he came to the program very shy and unsure. Once the 
Transition-to-Work instructional team learned Nick’s love of trains, they found a way to 
turn Nick’s entire attitude around, by intertwining train discussions into his day. Now, Nick 
loves coming to CVCC, especially since Transition-to-Work Educational Aide, Mr. Peter 
Frantz and Nick started a project replicating an 1829-1830 train steam engine, specifically 
the “Rocket Engine” first created by Robert Stevenson.  

Nick, being the train enthusiast that he is, has a great deal of knowledge about the inner 
workings of trains and engines. His love for trains came from learning from his grandfather 
who was a transportation officer in the military and fixed trains and transportation systems 
regularly. Mr. Frantz has experience building trains and engine as well, as he used to build 
them when he was a child with his grandfather who was a train engineer. Mr. Frantz is so 
thankful to now be able to carry on that tradition with Nick. They started the project back 
in October, 2018 and have spent every free minute they can on it. The goal is for the engine 
to be complete by the end of the school year, and be a moving train engine with a 
compartment.  

Nick Spisak and Mr. Frantz 
working on replica train engine. 
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 Thursday, May 2  Adult Education Open House  5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday, May 8  Senior Recognition Ceremony  7:00 p.m. 

 Thursday, May 9  Dental Pinning and Capping Ceremony  7:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday, May 15  Last Day for Seniors 

 Wednesday, May 15  Health Careers Pinning Ceremony  7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

 Monday, May 27  Memorial Day 

 Thursday, May 30  Board of Education Meeting  6:30 p.m. 

 Tuesday, June 4  Junior Picnic/Student’s Last Day 

CVCC Staff Spotlight 

Upcoming Events 

Follow Cuyahoga Valley 
Career Center on social 

media! 

@CVCCworks 

#cvccworks #cvccsuccess 

 

Welcome New Staff Member! 

CVCC is very pleased to welcome Kimberly Heller, who was recently hired as an 
Educational Aide in the High School Department.  Kimberly has worked 
previously as an Educational Aide in the Coventry area, and has in-home health 
aide, assistant and property management experience. Kimberly is from the 
Akron area and enjoys horse backing riding, bicycling, hiking, kayaking, and 
being outdoors. Kimberly is also involved in animal rescue. Welcome Kimberly, 
CVCC is so thankful to have you as a part of the team! 

Kimberly Heller 
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Transition-to-Work instructor, Mrs. Kempf noted that this project should really be called, “The Engine Built by CVCC” 
because it would not be possible without the help of many other programs; specifically the Construction Trades program 
instructed by Mr. Paul Yuravak, the Architectural and Mechanical Design program instructed by Mr. Erik Ward, the 
Machine Technology program instructed by Mr. Rich Parrott, and the Heating and Air Conditioning program instructed 
by Mr. Matt Schoeffler. All these programs helped by creating parts, or providing materials to aid in the ability to create 
many of the parts needed for the engine from scratch. When the project is complete, Nick plans on keeping it as a 
souvenir to remember the great times he had putting his knowledge to work and building something that’ll last forever.  

 “The Engine Built by CVCC” project has been the driving force behind Nick’s success within the Transition-to-Work 
program. He has excelled greatly in his classwork and has really bonded with Mr. Frantz who is just as grateful to be 
working on this with Nick. Nick has really found his purpose at CVCC and has made some great friends within his class as 
well. His dream is to one day become a locomotive builder and design trains and engines professionally. He even would 
like to open his own locomotive factory and call it, “United Locomotive Works.” What exceptional goals Nick, keep 
striving to accomplish your dreams! 

 


